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The Dream of Loyalists:

Disillusionment and Reconstruction for the Loyalist Imagination

of Zhang Da-xiou in the early post-war period”

Li Chi-Hao

Assistant Professor
General Education Center

National Formosa University

Abstract

Zhang Da-xiou (1906-1983), also known as Huang-chuan, was from Jhushan,
Nantou County, Taiwan. He left for Sin-Hua, Tainan City, Taiwan, to study sinology.
From 1932 to 1933, he went to Kobe, Japan, and served as secretary for, a poet, Zhuang
Ying-chi. After returning to Taiwan, he went to Shanghai, China in 1941, and was en-
gaged in cultural enterprises and did not return to Taiwan until the end of World War
I1. In Taiwan, he witnessed the 228 incident and the retreat of the Republic of China
(ROC) government to Taiwan, therefore presented the experience he had gone through
in his poems. He had learned the legends regarding Taiwan since the cession of Taiwan
to Japan in 1895 from his father, grandfather, teachers, friends, and other local people
and that also generated his strong loyalist consciousness to Han culture. After the end of
the war, his desire of pursuing culture of “motherland” had found its way out by resting
it on the ROC regime, one of the winning countries of the war, as if the soul of loyalists
had found a political entity to rest on in attempt to get rid of the identity of loyalists.
As shown in his poems, his loyalist consciousness during the Japanese colonial period

had rapidly changed after the war. For witnessing the 228 incident and the ROC gov-

*  This study is part of the project “An intersection of Loyalist Condition and Landscape Writing: A study of
Zhang Da-xiou’s Tsui-tsao-yuan Poems” funded by the Ministry of Science and Technology (Project no.:
NSC 102-2410-H-150-013).
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ernment retreating to Taiwan, the soul of loyalists was detached from the ROC regime
and showing secluded mood. From the constant seeking , attachment, detachment, and
disillusionment, the changes occurred in just a few years after the war. At that time, for
raising awareness the loyalists formed a dialogue with the poets from the Mainland Chi-
na, and Da-xiou’s writing style also showed a new direction which was different from
that in the Japanese colonial period. The switch of loyalist consciousness from the gen-
eral imagination of Han culture to focuse on counterattack policies on restoring a full
country, and further to be brought against the context of the cold war structure-“free-
dom and communism” had characterized the classical poetry writing in the early post-

war period.
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