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Memory and Identification: Writing of WWI Experience in Taiwanese Fiction

Through various war fictions, this paper is to review the collective memory of
WW II and national identification in Taiwan. The Fictions picture people’s living
with vivid details, concerning people’s spiritual value and living situation under the
wars. Discussed aspects in this paper include the following: (1) the writing of allied
force air raid experience; (2) the continuity and the spread of the war persecution; (3)
common historical memories, such as the struggle between humanity and existence—
the mental pressure or insanity caused from eating human meat. Only through the
exploration of direct real historical memory, the possibility of rebirth and redemption
could be found. Also, through the writing process, the writers had rediscovered
themselves the new existence value and meaning. And (4) the different war
experiences between the domestic Taiwanese and Mainland Chinese caused in
different group memories and identities, leading to unfamiliar memories or
imagination toward the wars. Those also present the writers’ different cognition of
reality and history in various periods. No matter what the writers’ inclination were,
both the domestic Taiwanese and Mainland Chinese, the suffered in the wars and
vagrancy, had the same imagination: a way home.
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