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'The Weight of Being: Representation of Life
& Death in Edward Yang’s Films

Jun Deng

Doctoral Candidate
Graduate School of Languages and Cultures, Multicultural Studies

Nagoya University

Abstract

As one of the founding fathers of the Taiwan New Cinema movement,
Edward Yang has received international recognition and contributed to a leg-
endary page in the history of Chinese-language film industry. Many critics
compared Yang with European film giants Michelangelo Antonioni and Ing-
mar Bergman, both of whom are regarded as filmmakers strongly influenced
by existentialism. Therefore, the aim of this parper is to explore whether the
existentialist impact could be found in Yang’s cinematic works and whether
Yang could be categorized into the school of filmmakers influenced by existen-
tialism. Since the views concerning life and death are fundamental concepts
and effective indicators in philosophy studies, the analysis of Yang’s philo-
sophical inclination in this parper will focus on the cinematic representation
of life and death in his films and the related thoughts of existentialist thinkers

on the meanings of life.

Keywords: Edward Yang, Taiwan Cinema, Life & Death, Existentialism
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1 Karl Jaspers. Philosophiy, vol.2, trans. E.B.Ashton. ( Chicago & London: The University of Chicago
Press, 1970) , p.200.
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John Anderson. Edward Yang (Urbana & Chicago: University of lllinois Press, 2005.04 ) , p.3.

5 William McBride, “Existentialism as a cultural movement” , Steve Crowell. ed. The Cambridge
Companion to Existentialism. ( Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012.03) , p.62.
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7 Walter Kaufmann. “Existentialsm and Death” , Chicago Review, vol.13, no.2 (Summer, 1959 ) .
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15 Albert Camus. The Myth of Sisyphus, trans. Justin O’Brien. (New York: Vintage Books, 2001 ) , p.10.
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RS —TERTRENE - TEi 7 ANEE © REFTREARE] LB H ORI N fHGE
RHEEE S8R RESH 55 B T S AR B LE SRR A 2O R R -
B BRI AMBFEE L RER BT - B MR ERIIL
55 > 2 Al LMEERRREE R R PUACHERAE - SBSREREE Ay R - 182
BRI RV ATESE - WEASMEFEERT RN B - (E£FE
FHEEFR M - EZAAEE TR E IR -
MRRMEFEHIEER R A EAZCEE A - AEN] L E B &
R—ERFEABREEET T - NJLE— A ER EARKE —FED
N - AR RE - (EfhEREFT—5 - W —(IREAB R EREREREKE -
NJFEAH SRR MAYE - SR E — A E MR B AR A HAA
KH - ftheefe O ENRRIELZ A0 - RERE CHRVETRFEE D #EE - H5
AHTHE —$R B OAE H A H = HIE ST 2O R Y SE - el 2] S bR
TR . BREHEE ANE —RRALEHE CA al et bR AR
REEEART 2O PR R - MR AR E O THERY - AIERRF B /5 5%
LR B R BHEHCHE - E2PBEABEEFEERT
B PRI T U0RIRER T ARIEE ) K - EEEREE L TAEY
F1E ) EWERRE - (R B BRI B AR RN ERAVEER - TR
/S WERPRIE? | BEFBEEMAETN—ELE - ALEHhEEREES
1§ BRI EANEAZ - [AN]—ERBAZHNE FH)—(E - AR (8 GE
HOZAGEH R ALE - #EE ORI AR B FHERE - U
E{E - AER AR 2 K00 > R E C O EINER - " EEEE AR
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1 FEMEC ; (Each is furthest from himself) @ #REMED - FFE
AR "HL %%, (men of knowledge) - ififE A "4l &#E , &
SKBATRFRF R FF B AR E - RIFEPIIRAE (averageness) (R EAFIFGHE] -
NEHEIEEH A LIEE - RmEHE CBRREREER - £ (—) &R
TAFEE R ZRRRIAN] GRS T REEMLE - FOEFEEE - POEE
577 0 W FRIEFICEIME - NJ » (RADERHNE - FR—EGECNIREE - ) NJIRAA
FIElfE - T EIEN R B OB E - B Re 2 ) HEIEC - Sl E
o EREEC - BAREC - BECIETFEE - A 2HREEREEE - HE
ABENE—HFREGHIENE -

fﬁﬂﬁ

4 HEERERE [ KERREERRINEREE

E Ay A o R] URCSZ 245 18 & FE 72 v FTE 88 BY T AT iR AR 77
TEERRE - BIESEKERRE - R BEMAEEEIY R —hA0
FEARETER - B2 ABRAREEXEREESERI - f2in (BARGT)
(1953) ~ EELZHy (SCEHEE) (1956) » HEBEHFE AN (FHASCE)
(1960) FHAZEIT] - SEF A mIFE - R A FFRASCEEEREZ W E 5 8
B2 SR [N o ARG R ARSI - A R R i T MR E
ZHAE - (BARE) el TR ER G ELE ERAMERLR R
(Franz Kafka) HYRFER @ EZEREH PR » REMATEER (Samuel Beckett)
HIRER - — A ¢ EEAREEE FEIIRAIZ AV B EFEREIE1957
FM964F G AR OB SEnS i H R B E EIRER - 55—
[ FAEEFRTEPIERD - MR SRS - SIRERFRINIA - Bk
K NIEEME - 05 IR EZ HIRRIE R ELEHT R - Bl 08 B R H R
ERtolgEas - — LSO RER » [EEFEEERLSERITIRE -
BRI At B @ P 2 AR T3P PR E R EFE - WERWIER - Fimfr

19 Friedrich Nietzsche. Basic Writings of Nietzsche, trans&ed. Walter Kaufmann. (New York: The
Modern Library, 1968 ) , p.451.



FENVEER - BEEREPEAERET 49

(Willam Barrett) #y (FEERMERYA @ TAETERMATE)  (Irrational Man: A Study
in Existential Philosophy) DA FIZER (BT IERE) - PiMHRERESHE
AL GBI B X A L ERIGEEAER - EMAY R E R - S5
SESNAER A T2 R R AR S it 7 A B R R AR Y -

R (B DH B (EE AR o M AR R R B
f » QNSRS FEE T D IR S %2 2 — I RS2 RIERY o G5 KAl
[P LA L FR S BR A i 2 th R BT BRI R —#% - TE N AR E " 17
TEXF J & —BEMFELIRT - ORI E AR TSR R R L T Bl E T 5%
TEMREESHEEE T - XEEF - HER—NANOERNEGE - HE—TtO
FARREEET - SR EEREINEMER - 4 R FEE R R EE
VRBHEIG R EG - B - AR A RIRERY -

PR T HE AR B - R A A R LR HES - HEE
E W EREREV AR ERNESR - FREERE - REGEEEYHIF
TEFEBOEAEMORZEER (il - 18%) T AE R T —
RS/ NBAEREEANGR /N IRFDE » —HSEHEEREE - P
Bglbltk - BEMEBRENE - RAEFHR T AIDCRAEZEEWE T J BUEH
TAHEFEREENFE < S L WAERR R R IR B —EE
FERAEA - IR GEEY 2 ELEEYER T —28EGEE I
MRS » T H A A — 265 28 ELAS M A AR R TH R SR A B « HERAYSE - 20540

Otbzryfrg) (1982) B (FRFATRItE) (1983) sERIEHi e EHE
sIGHIER  EREI—— S R URA IARERZE - OERRREEE)
HHY () R (RFRIARIUE) YRR R H R e S
5 R EIAS T8 E WY RR (R B B A — R BUSRIE &
R HATDIER (FEEE) B (GRFruRIuE) EmERRs - REAER T GENE
SR B E R IE IR T o BB BOR B AR ARG T SRR DR A

20 Hou Hsiao-Hsien, “Cinema and history: Critical reflections” , trans. Petrus Liu, Inter-Asia Cultural
Studies, vol.9, no.2 (2008.06) .
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PRBATRIYESE » itk B R E MR BUAR R E R &l - ¥ E ok
HEHERRGE/ NG E RN - SRt — /N OFHH
B/ NRFTE R ARRERR - —R2 T IR R - B2 A AR
&G IR RE B SN - GRS E T, - S—BRAE THEERD
REMZRAR A LT AR B I O FERA EOFARRYERS » TREBUGERE - B
RIGREGAEENHE | - 2 ZRIGENEDESNRESHTFARZEE X
BRI - SRR E AR AR -

HEUERE IR - B R s A BB R 518 B E RN — (B SR B - BIEEE R
JE—E (rhsath D ERAEE) 2R G EI R IE - HFEE
EERG Gt E QAR —RARBEL M BF L SHARERT] -
TEMERY - BEEREG ALUERAEE « REGE - & it B/
A B BN - NMEERHBURRE AT - BRI ES
o FRAEE b A/hY - 20N] - BRHE S REEE O —EEE
T - AR e - "R ) AP T existence y » HAL T 3G
TRy T existere ; » HELE " to stand out; CHIEE) WA - KM - fEF/EE
ROBERMER » By TAREMFAE - BAAITFEERELE(E R R —E#IEE
Bt o thEF o ST PREE AT DU S R Ry — e H R A RE EE P A E R EE A - TS
BB RE RS TR B LB EE (M SR ERZ2 Y SR Bt ARy R - s thiE
1S4 T EEAE S SR AT 8 Bo L LR PRI -

[ 2157 SRS eSS - EIE] TIEEER . —— "R BERI DR
BB AL E IR - Al DUBBURE R i B B R - AR RIS 2
H o HEERE R DS EE R = (8 N R R E AR ER R - B

21 CtRRrIEE) (1982) M (RFMAIUEB) (1983) FASVINMEMAEMEREm « MEEEER
THEAENBHESTEXFRIMAEL  RABAENERRRA - OivE) PHER
B UhgEmR) ~ (BBED) -~ (BkE) M (RLAK) HASENEERRK  BRE  m—ENRR
EMmS M (RFHATB) PHEZE - SAENBCOREN (RFHARIBY ~ (IhEDN
AIRMEFY N (FERAZR) —ERRNEAIYHRBENFREEERNRE - QENEEDH
BRI ER  EEABEEE RN T RAEKRSERE - NMOHENSRNRMH -

22 ¥Ehimo (2EXER@E) - (B FEHART > 2010.09) - H5250-251 °
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JEFFRESEERY - AR MIRESA B A T B LR T HEEAN
B - SEREHVEL - MR BB R AT YR TS
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