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An Interpretation of Jiang Wei-shui’s

“Clinical Lecture”

Chien Ming-Hung
Lecturer

Center for General Education

Fooyin University

Abstract

Interpretation imposes silent deconstructive forces on the text. The ap-
pearance and trajectory of the signs in a text reflect corresponding body of
knowledge and disclose the logic of writing, showing where the author’ s
intention may lie. The interpretation of signs reveals the internal working and
structure of a text, exposes the language flow in different disciplines, and en-
ables an alternative explanation. This paper examines the display of signs in

“Clinical Lecture” in the historical context of the text in order to investigate
Jiang Wei-shui' s strategies of writing and theory of cultural reformation and
to re-present the intention of writing in ~ “Clinical Lecture.”

Written in the special genre of clinical medical record and containing in-
text signs that have plural reference possibilities, “Clinical Lecture” dem-
onstrates the intertextuality of medical science, literature, and politics. For
instance, via the working of signs, basic information of the patient can point
to the process of negotiation in political writing and create metaphoric refer-
ences. Consequently, the anthropomorphism of Taiwan through the narrative
of body in illness and well-being reflects the cultural memory of the past, de-
parts from the stagnancy in time in world civilization, and imagines the ener-
getic future after the betterment of the physique.

In addition, Jiang Wei-shui, as both a doctor and a participant in social

movements, is able to employ the language of the body to combine the lan-
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guage of literature with narratives of the body that describes bodily organs
and pathological symptoms. Thus, he creates in literary text a virtual and
imaginative game structure. This paper shows how such combination enables
a reference to argumentative language with political intentions in the text and
reveals the working of metaphoric body and illness in  “Clinical Lecture” as

a characteristic of writing.

Keywords: Jiang Wei-shui, Clinical Lecture, Metaphor, Narratives of Body, Sign
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