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From Fujian to Taiwan:

the Appearance, Development and Spread of Jiboyin

Chan Yea-Neng

Lecturer
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Tung-nan University

Abstract

Taiwan poetry societies were very flourish during the Japanese colonial
period. Jiboyin (##k"-) as a basic form of poetry societies, is an irreplace-
able part. But why did this activity starting in the Fujian scholars circle dur-
ing the early Dao-guang years was so popular in the colonial Taiwan? Why
did the Jiboyin become the way that Taiwanese people passed the Han cul-
ture torch on? I used the “Jiboyin Poetry”, which was collected by the Fujian
Provincial Library, to discuss the appearance and development of Jiboyin in
Fujian. By researching the Zhu-Mei poetry society (47 #4374 ) in Hsinchu,
I found possible spread paths of Jiboyin. I also discussed how Taiwan poetry
societies revived during the Japanese colonial period, and how they made the
Jiboyin game blended into daily life, and how Taiwan therefore became an
island of poetry societies. Most Fujian Jiboyin works had been published and
read as textbooks of Jiboyin" s players. Taiwan poets not only followed the
way that Fujian poets played the game, but also imitated their custom of pub-
lishing Jiboyins, such as Taihai Jiboyin Poetry ( (% ##%#k%-) ) , Tongni
Jiboyin Poetry I ( {R&%%4&50a7%) ) , and Jiboyin Poetryll ( (R % %45
“#% %) ) . Hence, this paper also discussed the literary travel from Fujian to

Taiwan, its history and the cultural meaning.

Keywords: Jiboyin, Shizhong, Poetry Society, Zhu-Mei Poetry Society, Tsai Chi-Un
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