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Flanerie and Memory:
Chu T’ien-Hsin’s City Writings

Ts’ai Jen-Nien
Professor

Department of Chinese Literature

National Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

This article adopts Walter Benjamin’s concept of flaneur to examine the urban
flanerie in a series of Chu Tien-hsin’s short stories about cities. The concept of flaineur
in this study, although derived from Benjamin’s concept of urban flanerie, deviates from
that of Benjamin. The flaneur in Benjamin’s writings is conceptualized as one indulging
himself in commodity fetish, but the one in Chu’s short stories is one indulging herself
in historical and cultural bric-a-brac fetish. In addition, in search of individual and
collective memories, Chu attempts to construct her discourse on cities. It was only when
Chu left her residential city, Taipei and travelled the cities around the world was she
able to build up her personal memory of the home city. Her memory of the home city is
not only temporal but also spatial, not only of her childhood and youth, but also of her

flanerie of various places in the city.

Keywords: Chu Tien-Hsin, Flaneur, Flanerie, Memory
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BRETESCEEREM - D22 REBNEHRRINERSER -
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Burton Pike, The Image of the City in Modern Literature (Princeton: Princeton UP, 1981) %2 -
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UP, 1999) - REARRERE » (LBEE  — @AM b ERE - 1930-1945) (HEIER : b
RAREHMAE - 2001) - HER=8 - F—EOWREBHUCE R - EEDF R RE RS MES A
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Worlds: My Hong Kong ( Cambridge: Harvard UP, 2008 ) B & & Epmmxqt -
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7 RROVNRAPIRERRINER - T2 B#MIE (BEROIRE/REMNEYT) - (BRAPLER) 258
(2009.07) - E179-204 -

8 BT CRERBEY)  (BXFH - 8F) - 1991.01.06-07 -
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NG NEFRINXAR - Bt - BEWEZRZER - B4 (Roland Barthes, 1915-1980) #7877 XX
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Kristeva, Desire in Language: A Semiotic Approach to Literature and Art, Leon Roudiez, ed. (Oxford:
Blackwell, 1971) - p.36 ; Roland Barthes “Theory of the Text” , in young Robert, ed, Untying the
Text: A post-structurist Reader (London: Routledge, 1981) , p.39.
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autre (%Xother) ' /NBHMEWIFEENME - MEERMITE LT (projection)  BEEEE
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REBNMEA ZIRANME (radical alterity) -~ RARMEMEL R FRREMALESAEM 5 Rk
—FIgH » BRIEHEIEE (mirror phase) W ARG BELEME - MARBLHBREMEND
¥ AEIERBEC ° Jacques Lacan, The Seminar of Jacques Lacan: Book Il :The Ego in Freud’s
Theory and in the Technique of Psychoanalysis 1954-1955. (New York: W.W. Norton, 1991) -
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SCEH - PERERASGRER ¢ T HEAFIREEE RRIEENIST - TS
R B 0[] PR 2 S T R B fJeE AR PR —Fe K B8 Cintoxication) -+ —HEHE
BER ARG GLRES o " HR R DI B B ER S o ErR T S

b,

13 DUBBRRRE T » EARRRRONER <28 - <EIZ2FERebecca SolnitZ/A i - TBEMBF
R84S (walking) —EEAMGREHRATNEDNEESN,  EEWanderlust: A History of
Walking (New York: Viking, 2000 ) , p.10.

14 Z2F - BEF2IRE - Hhe—EHil (discourse) @ MEEMNBARERES @ WMHERLULE
miRime ; tfIsRaam » FEEEEHEFR » #BHF - TRIBES - Roland Barthes, in The City and
the Sign: An Introduction to Urban Semiotics, M. Gottdiener and Alexandros Ph. Lagopoulos, eds.

(New York: Columbia UP, 1986 ) , pp.86-99.

15 SHEMANEEEBANTNLLORSEBRETRESBEEBM AR MEANGTHZE  £ES
MY FILREA TSR EROFE2010510516-17 BETH TS e BR - gl
BEEBEEMAT S, @hiEEssex KE4EH R Jonathan White 3k T -E)EE * @ H% “How
Must the flaneur Change in order to Read Twenty-first Century Cities?” (@55 AL =B IR E
iR 7 ) bR R ES BEM RS HCAGRIIHAE T g BB LIEE - BRD
ABRIIHRALI T SERE T T BESEEHIVER A ABPIATEA - REESERET -

16 Charles Baudelaire, Oeuvres complétes | ( Paris: Gallimard, 1975) , p.276.

17 Water Benjamin, “Paris, the Capital of the Nineteenth Century,” Selected Writings (Cambridge:
Harvard UP, 2003 ) , vol.3, pp.32-33.

18 Water Benjamin, “The Paris of the Second Empire in Baudelaire,” Selected Writings, vol.4, p.21.
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EEHIMIR - SERRR OIS & - 2 12 - NIRRT N -
FEE MR SRR E I - FE R R AN EILEEIIEZ I (Padova,

H
©
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