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Abstract

“East Asia” is not only a geographical space, but also a concept developed from
historical and cultural perspectives. This concept was developed by Japan. In addition to
the characteristic of modern interdisciplinary literature, the current studies concerning
East Asia usually are the opposition of the Europe, and are associated with the negative,
aggressive, and imperialistic ideology of Japan during wartime because East Asia-related
issue is the invasion of Japan as the center of Asian hegemony during the World War
I1. Based on previous studies, this paper attempts to investigate the history before the
rise of “Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere” during wartime (in 1937), in order to
understand whether similar concepts were proposed before it was developed and the
meaning of this concept. This paper investigates the proposition and practice of the
East Asia theory from the perspective of editorial of Taiwan New Newspaper in order to
observe the course of development and promotion of this concept in Taiwan. Moreover,
this paper also investigates how the Taiwanese literati, Shueh-Yu Hsieh, interpreted this
concept in his two novels rewritten based on Japanese war history and created the image

of an ideal country that everyone loves. The image of this ideal country is exactly the
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idea of the East Asia theory where Japan suggested that the national boundaries between
Asian countries, such as China and Korea, should be eliminated to construct an ideal
country. This paper further probes into the reason that Hsieh could rapidly identify

himself with Japanese political power.

Keywords: Shueh-Yu Hsieh, Historical Novel, War, East Asia Theory, “Legend of

Heroes” in Three Generations, “New Japanese Invaders”



