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The Image of Commander Liu Yong-Fu in
Taiwanese Historical Legends and Reading
Materials as a Patriot Fighter against

Japanese Invasion of Taiwan in 1895
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Abstract

Historical legends of Commander Liu Yongfu’s resistance to Japanese invasion of
Taiwan in 1895 frequently consist of diversified interpretations resulting from excessive
expectations as well as imaginings being given to the event during its initial stage.
This research has discovered via four different types of historical legends and reading
materials, (1) folklore, ballads, and old sayings, (2) original literary works, (3) literary
works adapted from historical legends, and (4) history recorded within textbooks, a
phenomenon that the closer to the event in terms of time, the farther the literary works
are regarding fidelity. In other words, objective portrayal of the event requires a certain
period of time. Word-of-mouth materials including folklore, ballads, and sayings, on
the other hand, better highlight some phases of historical events on the instant. In light
of that, Commander Liu Yongfu has been given different images regarding his resistance
of resistance to Japanese invasion following the change of time, and the change of

narrators’ and/or writers’ standpoints.

Keywords: Liu Yongfu, against Japanese invasion of Taiwan in 1895, Historical Legend,

Fiction of Current Events, The Republic of Formosa
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