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“Exile” in Hong Kong: Re-reading Eileen Chang’s
The Rice-Sprout Song and Naked Earth

Chen, Chien-Chung

Associate Professor
Institute of Taiwan Literature
Tsinghua University

Abstract

In 1949, Eileen Chang(Chang Ai Ling, 1920-95) had a special experience
of witnessing Shanghai transforming from the occupied area to its liberation. She
then moved south to Hong Kong and later to the United States. Afterwards her
works were introduced to Taiwan. This process is typical for a writer in exile and
Chang’s case could be studied as one of the major cases for exile literature in East
Asia.

Therefore this paper is going to use “overseas exile” as a perspective to
discuss Eileen Chang’s writings after she moved to Hong Kong in the 1950s.
In these writings, The Rice-Sprout Song and Naked Earth, Chang characterized
intellectuals as witnesses so as to speculate in-between the roles of anti-communist
and self-reflector. Moving between the situations of forced exile, self-exile and
being incorporated, Eileen Chang’s case is obviously special in the way that it
provides an example to consider the difficult situation for East Asian writers
under the impact of Civil War and Cold War. It also urges us to re-think the
significances of Chang’s writings. It demonstrates a dialectical relationship

between exile literature and the freedom to create.

Key words: Eileen Chang, Exile Literature, 7he Rice-Sprout Song, Naked Earth,
1950s.
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