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The Space Context and Historical Violence:

Discuss the Ghostly Writings of Yeh Shih-t’ao’s Works After 1965

Liao, Shu-Fang

Assistance professor
Department of Taiwanese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

This paper is one of my ghostly writing discussion series. It mainly discusses
the exceptional meanings in Yeh Shih-t’ao’s ghostly writings during the years
of 1965 to 1971. Although these ghostly writings have been discussed by some
scholars before, they just talk about the narration in these writings. The meaning
and specialty of these ghostly writings are awaited to be carried out.

From 1951 to 1954, Yeh Shih-t'ao was in prison during the period of white
terror. These three years in jail have a fatal impact in Yeh Shih-tao’s life, caused
him stop writing until 1965. From 1965, he continuously created novels up to 39
pieces of works till he turned to the field of Taiwanese literary criticism in 1971.
The stage, from 1965 to 1971, is generally called “the black humor period.” In
addition to the naturalism works which reflected common people’s life, Yeh Shih-
t'ao also created the ghostly writings, include “the legend of monastery,” “the view
of cemetery,” “the funeral,” and “ghost month.” Broken, strange, and fragment
“blank” is the key feature in these works, and it indicates that these works are in
the state of “unfinished” or “unable to finish.” Besides, the settings are intensely
irrational and misplaced. The images of looking and eating are spread all over the
works.

In this paper, I will attempt to explain what kind of vision the ghostly

writings are carried out? In what kind of culture and literary field do these ghostly
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writings initiate? The fragmentation, “blank,” and procrastination in ghostly
writings are involved in what kind of power and action relation? How did Yeh
Shih-tao use text space in his works to hide the lingering historical violence and

ghostly haunting?

Key words: Yeh Shih-t’ao, Ghostly Writing, Symptomatic Reading,
Space Context, Historical Violence, Chinese Cultural Renaissance

Movement
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