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Abstract

The prestigious Zaiwan Indigenous Voice Bimonthly launched two literary prizes
Taiwan Indigenous Voice Prize and China Motor Corporation Indigenous Literature
Prize in 1995 and 2000. Through an analysis on both prizes, this article explores the
ethnic struggle of indigenous literature over aesthetic value. First, in challenging the forms
of literary and aesthetic hierarchy that exist between majority and minority writers,
although the prizes aimed to emphasize special aspects of ‘history of tribe’ in order to
break down the category of major literature, the judges did little to question their own
aesthetic assumption that was strongly influenced by the majority. Second, in the effort
to grant indigenous literature, paradoxically, the imagination of the indigenous as the
‘Other’ was embodied for the effort given by a large portion of Han ethnic judges.
Through the investigation of the indigenous literary prizes, it is clear to see how the
prizes presented as an ongoing negotiation between the major and the minor literature,
and at the same time the prizes also produced a dialectic in which the ‘indigeneity’

developed between disappearance and emerging.
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