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What is the Ethnic Relation in Hengchun?

The Image of Aborigines in Taiwan Written by Charles William
Le Gendre

Chen, Chih-Fan

Doctoral Student
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National Chengchi University

Abstract

Lots of foreigners who came from different nations represented Taiwan in 19
century. The point of view in this essay is to show how Le Gendre represent the
aborigines with his concern in the south of Taiwan. (Hengchun) To be a consul, Le
Gendre wrote “Reports on Amoy and the Island of Formosa” and emphasized the
friendship with aborigines in order to criticize the Manchu Dynasty interfered in
international trade. Unlike other recorders, Le Gendre spent much time to observe
the interaction of aborigines and commercial potential. Therefore, what he recorded
was an epitome to ethnic relation in Hengchun. Besides, “Reports on Amoy and the
Island of Formosa” had translated in Chinese at almost the same time. We may find
diverse descriptions, especially the aboriginal image, in English or Chinese editions.
Take Le Gendre for example, I would discuss the complicated situation that these

foreigners “gaze” aborigines in Taiwan.

Key words: Charles William Le Gendre, “Reports on Amoy and the Island of

Formosa”, the images of aborigines, ethnic relation
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I

We left in a small junk, special reasons prompting me to select
this unusual mode of transportation, although, by the courteous
invitation of the admiral, I might have easily procured one of our

gunboats. (p.26)
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reasons prompting me to select this unusual mode of transportation ; °
FARER FRFE RIS E 7588 - BERRMERRIREA  FOGT SRR - i
ERPA0S ¢ TRPKATIEE B o H RSB E S - HEFEELA (A
At ) BEEL  MOEAME/ MR - o (H1) - [REARH - PEEAms
B TE R IR E - RIS BRI EEA - RN EER & - EE R
B BREREHR - LEEEMSFEHE - R HSEAE HAIE
& FIEER T AEEE L& 2 BN EEE NS5 - 5 R RAA i 5
B2 RAHNEENMEMS - sETERMAA LR - VE RIS HE TR
TR R (] - BRI R R TR IIEORE (R - BENVEIRMG - WRIE
—IT NERE - REAREMAIEEE

Placing myself with trustworthy persons, in the defenceless
condition in which we find cast-aways generally, I proposed to go
across the territory of the aborigines, from coast to coast, meet
them, and return to our starting point, guided by their own people.
I had duly weighed the risks of the adventure, and did not consider
that they were very great. (p.26)

FIEERT - EFESHEE - EEERKENER % - thR15E
Lkt AR« hER . " BRESELGEMTT > BREELSA > S
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BHREERIY] - BEEA AR - BAR TER M RRAIRIE - e XBLARE
AIREAE - S ELEEAMER T IRESW - fEF ANEHAVHEL E - 208
R -

The men are fine-looking and well built; the women are robust and

well made, but coarse and decidedly unprepossessing. (p.28)
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"If you have brought all this to buy me," said he, "you have taken
a useless care, for you had my word; but if you hand me these
presents as a token of friendship, I receive them with pleasure. Of

course, words we can speak, but who of us can see in each other's

heart?" (p.33)
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A great deal has been said, as your Excellency may be aware,
respecting the agreement arrived at with the aborigines of Southern
Formosa in 1867. Many had expressed doubts not only as to its

genuineness, but also as to its effectiveness with other tribes than

the Koaluts and the Tallassocks. (p.26)

EBRFC - RIS BB % E 24 - B Koalurs (EEE - B
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SR IL B — R - E MR R (R - BRI 2 pE - Hh e bz
Wy TECKEL ) - R{EREGILE :

They are the descendants of northern men called Amias, that must
have come at a remote period, for, although they have retained
their own language, which they use while among themselves, they
speak their masters' dialect very fluently. They are lighter in color
than the aborigines of the south, and, as a general thing, taller and
more vigorous. In case of war, they form an important addition to
the forces of the confederation. There has been, I suspect, much

intermarrying between the two races, -+ > (p.31)
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We at once recognized each other. He seemed glad to see me; and
the first thing that he said was that he had remained the same in

his feelings for our people, and he hoped mine had not changed.
(p.32)
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