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In the Age of Taiwan March:

Reread Chen, Ying-Chen’s Essay “Father”

Chen, Ming-Cheng
Ph.D Candidate

Institute of Taiwanese Literature
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

In 1938, in the name of “General Mobilization on Citizen Spirit”, for the first
time Taiwan Government carried out a public selection for the words and music of
“Taiwan March”. At last, a Japanese who was living in Taiwan, Meguridanisakura,
and a Taiwan young man, Chen, yen-hsin won the champion for words and music
respectively. At last, the Office of Governor-General of Taiwan popularized the
March through gramophone records, broadcast and other ways, which made “Taiwan
March” become one of the most popular army songs that often heard in broadcast
programs during the last phase of Japan Occupation Period. However, as the change
of political conditions after the war, the deed disappeared soon. At present, few
people can tell who Chen, yen-hsin is. Through the exploration and comparison on
history documents, parts of family history provided in the article, Father, written
by Chen, ying-chen and other articles were checked in detail in the essay so that
an unknown colonial wound that had been covered painstakingly for a long time
was discovered, expecting to break a classical fairy tale and let the appearance of an
age return to its original status, and show the Study of Chen, ying-chen in a new

background that possesses more rational meaning.

Key words: Taiwan March, Taiwan literature, Taiwan literature history, Taiwan

history, Chen, yen-hsin, Chen, ying-chen.
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