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Dream Walking, Labyrinth and Madness:

Doctor/Patient Space in the Taiwan Modern Novel

Chen, Kuo-Wei

Assistant Professor
Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature
National Chung Hsing University

Abstract

Hospital is the modern system, which cements knowledge, capital, morality,
elite ideology and power. The hospital replaces the religion in the old century and
becomes the new symbol of salvation.

The hospital is always constructed as the absolute authoritative sphere, which
is formed by doctors and the body of knowledge. However, the role and significance
of patients are ignored in the sphere of hospital. The patients, moving about the
hospital, actually contribute to the meaning of hospital space and help set up
medical authority.

The hospital space thus comprises the doctor and patient. In the novel of
nineties in Taiwan, the positivism-backed hospital was described as the fantastic
space, which seemed to be the dark abyss of power, crazy arena and the showcase of

desire.

Keywords: physician-patient relationship, space, knowledge-power, medical writing,

modern novel, Taiwan literature
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