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Masculinity and the Economy of Desire in
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Abstract

Chiu Kuei-fen’s essay “Gender/Power/Postcolonial Discourse” highlights the
significance of impotent male characters in postwar Taiwanese literature, opening
the possibility of male studies in the field of postcolonial feminism. Following
her argument, this essay combines the study of masculinity and postcolonial
theory to explore the economy of desire in some postcolonial novels from Taiwan.
The first section of the essay articulates the conspiracy of colonial discourse and
gender hierarchy: the colonizer often effeminates the colonized, thereby justifying
the subjection of the other sex and the other people to colonial domination. By
reading Huang Chunming’s “Sayonara, Goodbye!”, this essay then focuses on
the homosocial relationship of the colonizer and the colonized, that is, a sense of
brotherhood in the face of women as desirable objects. The final section develops
this concept and discusses how the colonized men suffer symbolic castration in
Wang Zhenhe’s Portraits of Beauties, how postcolonial struggles may unwisely
duplicate the violent nature of colonial masculinity in Li Yongping’s “A Pot of
Spring Fire” and how colonial men are tormented by their guilty consciousness
for doing violence to the colonized and innocent in Huang Chunming’s “Little
Willows” The conclusion argues that the process of decolonization would run the
risk of duplicating the violence of colonialism if the culture of masculinity inherent

in nationalist struggles is not taken into serious consideration.

Keywords: postcolonialism, masculinity, male studies, desire, gender,

Taiwanese novels
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6 Susan Bordo, Twilight Zones: The Hidden Life of Cultural Images from Plato to O.J. (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1997); The Male Body: A New Look at Men in Public and in Private (New
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8 Ellen Meiksins Wood, Capital of Empire (London: Verso, 2005), pp. 96-97.

9 Raymond Williams, Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society, rev. ed. (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1985), p. 77.

10 Anne McClintock, Imperial Leather: Race, Gender, and Sexuality in the Colonial Contest (New York:
Routledge, 1995), p. 30.
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27 Revathi Krishnaswamy, Effeminism: The Economy of Colonial Desire, pp. 47-52.
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29 Gerard Genette, Palimpsests: Literature in the Second Degree, trans Channa Newman and Claude
Doubinsky (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press), p. 1.
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35 Ann Freud, The Ego and the Mechanisms of Defense, p. 59.
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36 Timonthy Beneke, Proving Manhood: Reflections on Men and Sexism (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1997), pp. 97-98.
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40 Lynne Segal, Slow Motion: Changing Masculinities, Changing Men (London: Virago, 1990), p. 123.

41 Michael S. Kimmel, The Gender of Desire: Essays on Male Sexuality (New York: State University of
New York Press, 2005), pp. 84-86.



60 B SRR B LI HREG L

o PR E R B R ARG RE - —hE - BAECEY
FrofuE B A SRANE - a] DURFraRy - BIAN (—HEF KO e EE Mt L8
AR RS RS RE - AR 5 55 B iy 2 i A = ACE AT DAATR B ARl — L
VLBEEAE (H717) 5 H—J5E > s i BEHLERT - EEHE
FEIRE B MEEAR AT RIERVIEAS TR TR A SR AL 2 P o DA 8 T B
@ - ARAERT—(E G - ERGEAE AR E B A i R A E K - JIE
‘— (M - KRR B IER R ITE D R —— MRS R - B AEH
BEMBRGHEARR ML G R ERE - EfEEHCEMTE  BENER
PehrEEREME S - MROET FTHREZ —  EREAEFEBERERE
HEMERE - WEER "1~ T ER ) SR EAA SR R H AL
T BREMEKZZEFE RS EHCEREANGET - MEEGEASH
AN REROBEHER KRR T Ll BB ER - )7
BER LR -

A EEH - BRI ERERLEEOEES > BHHANFREE
RE ERURERIBIGR - BIANE =8 e B AR A N G ER 2
HAZ 2T AEILE - MERESE R R S BT HE H A
AIRE(E®s (H762) - AR > ;5B EFR S /HESHRSE A £ BT A
FE K BB AR IR IR - R ZCN (HAZA) REHBMEAIKE - I
FEHPRS T HIERBN LG o B FaRME — BB E H ABUF
HEREE - HE HABEE R AR =REUNET] EEEN - &%
HBEABI —EE R R > BB BB R R - "2
BHANRE =8, - "BIAGLORIZ HAZ ARGuRE# - 1 T HARS A
REEEEZ 0 (H716) ° "TZRIGHAR AR =B, BRI T8
FEE  TERRAVIEETIRS - Mo hy TR =BG L - P ERIHEAKA
RAARZ RN Ry —5F - EHEPRDERIERA R - BETEEF

42 FRF - (—EFRA) 0 (FXFEEE (1968-2002) ) (Adh: ZMEIBARAR » 2003.08) * H
263 °



S SRE B R R B T R AR R B 61

A NBIFIRR - DARe et H AR NS B ST R - A ATEHE Frantz
Fanon T2 EIHYEE] (H1E) jEREZEE BN KA (Z ) HPRIE
g — bR T DI LA R GEFRE A RERESN - ZBRE THHEEREHA
B2 R IR AR - P RBACERINGRT MR DUE B RE R EERE
MEEFAN - UPAEMER THERER A LM R r 5 S Rk
¥ FHUEH R R B R H R B R R Rz 1 -
ZKHETHERRMEBREIE AHARAR TR T EE ) Ui - BT 5%
HAERERRREDASN » AR MR AR IRV FERIRE L. - DUAFEZ M
AR TR - TR 3w 2 55 1 58 Bl B ik £ #AUBARRET - Cynthia Enloe &
Fooo TEIREEFEERLFER BN (masculinized) BIFRLE ~ B ES
LML - HHIES L (emasculated) AYER - i AL
PR iR X 2 E B T K AIREL | o ¥ EEHIZ ABANRTE RE RILRIEE - IE
B DL e SR IR B RS - AR R a D G R — &
REBHEREBMERE IR — P EEAESN © Fanon B R0 Ry #i7E &
EREDRGREE OHE EUAE - TEEAEXR - 22 —Es g
(cleansing force) o BFfEMER (YIHERE ) {EEHERER » HiRME L
BEENE (inaction) HERHHA + EffIAERAEITIEESHZ, - ©{EHNKE
REW A KR Fanon HIES - M AT DI ETE RBZLHEIAERSE A - Il
1 R B REENR - BIE RSB AMERDUHER » DIRRIRA fE S i I A
HAEEFEEE - HX - BPERFEFLE (AEAZAN) EiRiss -
NEBBGEERERESEERENFE - Ealmtl BN EERITFE -
Krishnaswamy st 5 HE1 2 B e E st a8 LL T 5575 5 (dishonor) #E %L

43 Frantz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism, trans. Haakon Chevalier (New York: Grove Press, 1965), p. 42.

44 Cynthia Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990), p. 44.

45 Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, trans. Constance Farrington (New York: Grove Press,
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