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The Light and Heat from South:

Takekoshi Yosaburo's Colonial Discourse

Chiu, Ya-Fang

Graduate Student, Ph. D Program
Department of Chinese Literature
Cheng-Chi University

Abstract

"Taiwan Tojishi" (A Record of Ruling Taiwan) was written
by Takekoshi Yosaburo (1865-1950), a Japanese historian and
statesman, who had used rich archives and documents of Taiwan
Governor Government in depicting the development of Japanese
colonization in Taiwan. When writing this historical work in 1905,
his powerful writing, based upon investigative files and statistics,
had strengthened the reliability and credibility of his arguments. In
1910, his another book enfitled "Nan-koku Ki" (A Journey to South
Countries) expanded the scope of his colonial discourse to cover
the areas of southeast Asia. In this book of journey, he sharply
observed the political situafions of each colony in southeast Asia
with exotic eyes. Both of the books, tinged with literary style, were
undoubtedly moftivated by colonial desire to betray his political
unconsciousness of conquering southern territories. After the Meiji
Restoration, Japanese had tried every possible way to construct
the discourse on their southbound military advance which was
well exemplified by Takekoshi's two books. This paper proposes
tfo inquire into the writing of his books in order to gain a better
understanding of the formation of the discourse on southbound
advance strategy and the representation of colonized counfries
before wartime.

Key word: south, discourse on southbound advance, Nan-kokuki,
Taiwan Tojishi, Takekoshi Yosaburo



