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A Study on the Miatungusu Legend from
Hla’alua, South Tsou

Liv, Yu-Ling

Doctoral Student
Graduate Institute of Folk Literature
Hualien Uinversity of Education

Abstract

Hla’alua, 500 people of population, which is an unwell-
known Taiwanese aborigine, possesses a very special ceremony-
Miatungusu. About Miatungusu, there is a legend related to its
origin. Basically, this thesis mainly studies this legend. First, it will
start from retracing the origin of Miatungusu which is noted in early
records. Next, the site of Lasunga, the possessor of the holy shell,
and the heir to the holy shell are described from an angle of the
legend in shift and glanced its evolvement in history. After that, it
makes a description in the folk literature regarding the conversion
of origin of Miatungusu from fthree views: deeper study from
elements of history and geography, new development of storyline
and well mixing of the myth legend and ceremonies. Finally, it
ends with the conclusion into the meanings and the functions that
the legend brings to Hla'alua.

Keywords: Legend, Miatungusu, Hla’alua, South Tsou, Oral

literature





