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Imagination and Fact: The historical

memory and race group approval about
Taiwan aborigines "brother first ancestor

myth and legends"

Liv, Hui-ping
Associate Professor

Graduate Institute of Folk Literature
Hualien Uinversity of Education

Abstract

This article take “the brother first ancestor myth and legends
in Taiwan aborigines” , which generally spreads in Taiwan, as
the discussion object, By the survey of these myth and legends,
We discovered that these narratives not only is the people's
historical experience and the ethnic group collective memories,
but also may reflect the complex origins of the peoples, and the
multicultural ethnic relationships in Taiwan aborigines. On the
other hand, By this kind of narratives, We would like to discuss
the borderline between “imaginatfion” and “history”, and “myth”
and “reality”. and reconsidered the view that regard the myth
and legends as fictionalized or imagination in the past. | thought
that a lot of oral literature that spread in the Taiwan aborigines
generally, not only may provide a bigger space for the historical
explanation, but also may administered the important reference
tfo make a survey of the history and culture of Taiwan various
ethnic groups, and the development and the transitionary course.

Keywords: Taiwan aborigines, brother first ancestor, myth and

legends, historical memory



