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When a Stethoscope Meet Herbal Medicine:
The Medical Narrative and Disease in
“Mr. Snake”and “A Village Without Doctor”

Kuo, Yu-Hsin

Abstract

"Mr. Snake" by Lai-Ho and "A Village Without Doctor" by Yang-Kui.
From their knowledge in medicine and disease, this article will discuss
the scholars’ attitude toward contemporary western and traditional
Chinese medicine in Taiwan during the Japanese occupation period.
Furthermore, | will delve into the culture and examine the political
metaphors in order to understand what they reflect or think about the
modernity in Japanese colonialism during the occupation period.

"Mr. snake" by Lai-ho had been always positioned as a critique to
civil folk prescriptions. | am sure his novel should be read again and
surveyed . In particular, Yang-kui published a novel in the forties, "A
village without any doctor", which was regarded as a significant anti-
colonialism literature.

Although, both the novels had parallel burden, the Han herbs ,and
also view traditional medicine in a positive and constructive way. On the
contrary, they comment on modern colonialism medicine on a critical
ground .

The purpose of this text namely lies in Lai-Ho and Yang-Kui’s
writings of disease and the position they adopt toward modern medical
science. By re-reading "Mr. Snake" and "A village without any doctor",
we can think deeply of how the intellectuals of Taiwan set up their own

hypostatization between modernization and colonization.
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