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An Opportunistic Social Activist?

Discussion on Historical Experience & Memory of Chen Feng-

Yuan and His Decisions

Chen Ming-Cheng
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Abstract

Some scholars have explored Chen Feng-Yuan’s cultural enlightenments, anti-co-
lonialism movements, knowledge systems, and national identity through his Chinese
poetry and monographs. However, the researcher argues that scholars seem unable to ac-
curately clarify Chen Feng-Yuan’s post-war image, an intellectual whose spirit coincided
with his “original intention” of participating in reform before and after the anti-Japanese
war. Particularly, after 1957, he was gradually shaped into a completely different histori-
cal image. This was a sharp contrast or the so-called “turnaround”, although after 1957,
Chen Feng-Yuan stayed away from politics and almost stopped talking about politics.
This was reflected in history and literature, and the follow-up effect on Chen Feng-Yuan,
and left a highly representative political and cultural phenomenon. Pitifully, most schol-
ars neglected how the spiritual world of Chen Feng-Yuan gradually withdrew which re-
sults in a superficial criticism of Chen or a kind intention to preserve Chen’s reputation.
However, these previous studies have obscured our understanding of the greater picture
of research as regards Chen Feng-Yuan. This paper attempts to reexamine the historical
experience and memory of Chen Feng-Yuan based on the “new evidence” (including the
relationship with Li Wan-chu) of newly-unearthed Chen Feng-Yuan poem collection
from Public Opinion Newspaper. On that basis, how Chen was forced to conform to the

regime of his time, struggled with the sorrow of “political oppression” and the eagerness
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of “national identity” and how the “totalitarianism” intervened in historical writings of
Chen Feng-Yuan are discussed. Finally, from the analysis of timeline, the shortcoming
of “knowing what it is but not knowing why it is” in the previous research is amended

so as to provide a more insightful background that can enlighten the public.

Keywords: Chen Feng-Yuan, Colony, Party-State System, Nandu Poem Collection, Xishan
Yanyu Building Poetry Collection
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