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The Loyal Electric Bureau:
Weng Nao’s “Harbor City” and Kobe as Urban Media
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Abstract

This paper intends to explore the representation of urban space in Weng Nao’s
“Harbor City” via the theory of urban media archaeology. Different from traditional
research, which mostly focuses on human identity and agency in space, this paper em-
phasizes the nonhuman dimensions—media, materials, networks, etc. The paper argues
that it is the “inorganic human” and the “organic urban material media” that contribute
to the entanglement of humans, objects and urban space seen in "Harbor City”. The last
section of the paper situates the text back in literary history and discusses its literary her-

itage and media environment.
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