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Revisiting 1940s Taiwan:

The Historical Romance in Gan Yaoming’s 7he Ghost Slayer
Liang-ya Liou
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Abstract

Hakka writer Gan Yaoming’s novel 7he Ghost Slayer is set in 1940s Taiwan, from
the outbreak of the Pacific War to the Feb. 28, 1947 Incident and its aftermath, a his-
torical period which had been a taboo subject to the Kuomintang government under
martial rule. Nevertheless, the novel departs from the sad realism characteristic of the
Taiwanese hsiang-tu tradition by using instead magical realism, rural legends, fairy tales,
and cartoon. Given that Gan was born in 1972, away from the Japanese period and
World War II, one may wonder: Why does he revisit this history? Why does he opt to
write in this way? For whom and to whom does he write? This article delves into the
historical romance in the novel, arguing that Gan romances the history to present racial,
ethnic, and intergenerational conflicts and strife as well as cultural syncretism between
colonized and colonizer in 1940s Taiwan. By depicting the train’s entry into Guaniuwo
and the centrality of the train to the plotline, the novel highlights that the train brings
in modernity and repercussions of historical events. Legends about the train and rural
legends and the dichotomy between them constitute the major part of the historical
romance, although the former gradually merge into the latter. The novel also reflects on
Japanese militarism, the US bombing of Taiwan, and the Feb. 28, 1947 Incident as well
as identity crisis and cultural hybridity. The first section of the article is the introduc-
tion; the second section discusses legends about the train and rural legends; the third
section deals with historical reflection and cultural hybridity; the fourth section is the

conclusion.

Keywords: Gan Yaoming, The Ghost Slayer, Historical Romance, Historical Reflection,
Cultural Hybridity
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