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National Imagination of Zijin Lin:

Using Poetry and Translation Works as Research

Li Chi-Hau

Assistant Professor
The Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Innovation

National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

Under Japanese colonial rule, Zijin Lin considered himself a Chinese cultural
adherent, and began his national imagination after being enlightened by western na-
tionalism. In his historical odes, his nostalgia for Chinese history, Han culture, and the
Republic of China is palpable. In his translated work German History, Lin condemned
Japan for its colonial rule over Taiwan and championed a parliamentary cabinet system
to resist the dictatorship. Echoing the trend of national self-determination, Lin com-
mented on the Irish independence movement and expressed hopes that Taiwan would
overthrow Japanese rule; in 1945, Japan surrendered after being defeated. Lin continued
to assert himself as a Chinese cultural adherent in his works. He satirized the failure
of the Japanese Empire and expressed a cordial welcome to the arrival of his cultural
home—China. However, the Republic of China government’s treatment of Taiwanese
people caused Lin great concern regarding his national imagination following the war.
From his nationalism-related exploration, we discover that contemporary intellectuals
understood global nationalism to some degree. Therefore, the imagination of a Chinese
cultural adherent was mixed with nationalism, reflecting the spirit of contemporary in-

tellectuals as the times changed.

Keywords: Zijin Lin, Li Poetry Society, Nationalism, Japanese Colonial Period,

Post-war
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There became spread widely through the country a secret society
called the League of Virtue. Its ranks were filled by statesmen, officers,
professors, literary men, students, and citizens: its object was to arouse
German national feeling, and unite all in the freeing and defense of
their country. The poets of the movement wrote stirring songs full of
patriotic feeling, songs which were sung everywhere in Germany, and
literary men called attention to the glory of the land in past ages, and
wrote of heroes and statesmen. Their writings were read eagerly, and
the spirit of the people was roused by these pictures of other days when
Germany was great and free.

At last there came a chance for these brave souls panting for freedom.

FERMT RN T " R AL ESR SRR ) FRE - DRt H B = AHR
BT TR ) BIZEE AR ERIL o AR R FOCRTEE - ISR FIGIF IS
BAHNREERVEE - BES ARERETE A - DU - 4
At o I A T RR G BRE  fEER RS RRELER - EER
e A TS5BS FRIREG ) SRR o ORI HEER O AR R BUE R -
i HE 2 AR ERES - E20m S IEME . IS RRE 5 A3
-

M A B S AR = m AR - IREEEA I & - M —2
HEEYEREE R REET) - AHER T=52 " HEEFH ) TiEF

-+
]
NS
pus)
N
i

BMRAREF  BREZRZ R4 S BFEERMET - miEE

B R R BB o MR EFFHR AR AN
SR - A= RESZ AW AREXK - RME -
TREGATZEH T BA T4 RABES - SHHETAFERTS
ERY > R R ATz » EAMEG  TRFER - e KT > R
BRI o AE— AT L W S BRI R T © ARA T FAK

TN
5

X

N
v



MR T RIE ) BB — DT BERIRTL 115

BRI E - RETRAE RS AR BB R A Y o GEEAMREE 0%
o MARFSERE PR EREE o ) ATRTHE - LB
G LIES £ Sl

German thinkers and patriots had no love for French rule and fought
to throw it off, but the ideas upon which the Revolution was founded,
that citizens should be equal before the law, that all should pay taxes,
that the people should have some voice in making the laws they were
forced to obey—these things seemed right and just. It had been far
otherwise in the German states before the wars of the Revolution. In
former days many princes had made laws and imposed taxes without
a thought of the people, ruling absolutely as they pleased, and the
German people resolved that, after the sacrifices they had made of
blood and treasure to free their country, they would not go back to the

old state of affairs.
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William I accepted the crown on January 18, 1871. He did so at
Versailles, in the great hall of the palace of Louis the Great, a hall hung
with pictures of the victories of the mighty Napoleon, he who had
destroyed the ancient empire, and amid the joyous shouts of princes
who had but a few years since fought against Prussia: all were now

united under one ruler and as members of one empire.
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