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Abstract

Inseparably linked to the Second World War, the formation of modern Taiwanese
society not only involves the construction and deconstruction of wartime historical
memory but also the attention to the hidden yet pervasive forms of internal social conflict
during the post-war demobilization period. In addition to intensifying the challenges
faced by the general population of modern Taiwan regarding national boundaries, identity,
and regional mobility, war also reshaped the practices of individual bodies and emotional
structures, which are embedded in the cultural significance of the war legacy. This study
focuses on the overseas Chinese woman writer Huang Mei-zhi, who experienced the Sino-
Japanese War, the Chinese Civil War, and the post-war martial law period in Taiwan. She
was also an emotional and political victim of the White Terror incident involving Sun Li-
jen. Her literary works reflect both the legacy of war and the scars of state violence, with
particular attention to women’s mobility and the formation of subjectivity amid wartime
upheaval and political structuring. Accordingly, this paper examines Huang’s post-war
novel collections, Sunken Sands (2005) and War-torn Couples (2010), as primary sources,
analyzing representations of war diaspora, everyday life, and narratives of non-normative
intimate relationships. In doing so, it examines the author’s resistance to gendered
expectations and normative life trajectories. This study constructs a collective portrait
of a generation shaped by war and displacement, while also analyzing the agentive self-

disclosure that emerges through the interplay between women writers’ lived memories
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and their literary retellings. In addition, this study demonstrates how the afterlives of war
reconfigure affective relations and exert a formative pull on the construction of female

subjectivity among diasporic subjects.

Keywords: Huang Mei-zhi, War-torn Couples, War, Non-normative Intimate

Relationships, Diaspora



