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Cancellation or Redeployment:

Affective Simulation and Somatic Agency in Lin Xinhui’s Human

Glitches and Contactless Intimacy

Li En-Qi

Assistant Research Fellow
Liberal Arts College
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

Abstract

This article investigates how contemporary Taiwanese science fiction rewrites
the boundaries of intimacy and gender through “affective simulation” and “somatic
agency,” focusing on Lin Xinhui’s Human Glitches (2020) and Contactless Intimacy
(2023). In Contactless Intimacy, the post-pandemic condition of “zero-touch” is
constructed as a legitimate mode of technologized intimacy, in which tactile
experience is displaced by safety discourse and interface discipline. In Human
Glitches, the “repairable mechanical body” satirizes affective bonds as depreciable
and replaceable assets. In both novels, Al figures are feminized and rendered
redeployable at human will, revealing that human affect has long operated within
the frameworks of technology and capital. Drawing on N. Katherine Hayles’s
theorization of posthuman embodiment, Donna J. Haraway’s cyborg figuration and
situated knowledges, and Rosi Braidotti’s posthuman ethics, this article analyzes
the novels’ human-machine intimacy narratives through close reading. It argues
that micro-scale mismatches — delay, disconnection, and defect — constitute the
very sites at which human-machine ethics are compelled to emerge in the Al era.
This study further contends that Lin Xinhui’s fiction inaugurates a new phase of Al-
oriented Taiwanese science fiction: whereas earlier science fiction asked whether

machines could “feel like humans,” Lin Xinhui shifts the inquiry to how the
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materiality and commodification of human affect become entangled with technology,
displacing the boundaries of subjectivity. Ultimately, this article proposes that the
unpredictable human “glitch,” lodged in the interstices of technological mismatch,

becomes the point of departure for ethical response and answerability.

Keywords: Taiwanese Science Fiction, Affective Simulation, Somatic Agency,

Contactless Intimacy, Posthuman Ethics
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26 [EEE24 - pp. 196-199.

27 [E]EE 24 > pp. 50-56.
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29 [EEE24 > pp. 247-252.

30 N.Katherine Hayles, How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics, pp. 3, 286.
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33 Rosi Braidotti, 7he posthuman, p. 49.
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34 [EEE33 > p.190.
35 [AEE 33 p. 50.
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38 [AEE37 HA43 -
39 [EEE37 H32e
40 N. Katherine Hayles, How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics, p. 18.
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47 M (ZER) 0 (RIEARY) o H 55-56 ¢
48  Shaun Gallagher, How the body shapes the mind. Oxford University Press, 2005, pp. 24-25.
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BT [FIGEE# A, ( “considered important only to the extent that it provides the raw sensory input
required for cognitive computations” , p. 135) % & 0] #5 Y FLRE RS U IRE RN - Gallagher #5 : ¥ 55 548017
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52 [E]EF 48 5 pp. 32-33. EENAL DL H H ] 751 BH ¢ “a body schema operates in a prenoetic way means that it does
not depend on a consciousness that targets or monitors bodily movement my attention is not directed at the specific

details of my motor behavior” , p. 32.
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