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Affective Simulation and Somatic Agency in Lin Xinhui’s Human
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Abstract

This article investigates how contemporary Taiwanese science fiction rewrites
the boundaries of intimacy and gender through “affective simulation” and “somatic
agency,” focusing on Lin Xinhui’s Human Glitches (2020) and Contactless Intimacy
(2023). In Contactless Intimacy, the post-pandemic condition of “zero-touch” is
constructed as a legitimate mode of technologized intimacy, in which tactile
experience is displaced by safety discourse and interface discipline. In Human
Glitches, the “repairable mechanical body” satirizes affective bonds as depreciable
and replaceable assets. In both novels, Al figures are feminized and rendered
redeployable at human will, revealing that human affect has long operated within
the frameworks of technology and capital. Drawing on N. Katherine Hayles’s
theorization of posthuman embodiment, Donna J. Haraway’s cyborg figuration and
situated knowledges, and Rosi Braidotti’s posthuman ethics, this article analyzes
the novels’ human-machine intimacy narratives through close reading. It argues
that micro-scale mismatches — delay, disconnection, and defect — constitute the
very sites at which human-machine ethics are compelled to emerge in the Al era.
This study further contends that Lin Xinhui’s fiction inaugurates a new phase of Al-
oriented Taiwanese science fiction: whereas earlier science fiction asked whether

machines could “feel like humans,” Lin Xinhui shifts the inquiry to how the



HUENER B —MIE (REAR) 2 (THURE) PHBEREEHESEAE 87

materiality and commodification of human affect become entangled with technology,
displacing the boundaries of subjectivity. Ultimately, this article proposes that the
unpredictable human “glitch,” lodged in the interstices of technological mismatch,

becomes the point of departure for ethical response and answerability.
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