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Abstract

In the late 1990s, the contentious issue of closing brothels in Taipei revealed the
multifaceted and contradictory identities of sex workers, illustrating how the body of a
prostitute serves as a battleground for competing discourses. As a reporter and participant
in social movements, Hu Shu-wen was engaged in the debates surrounding the abolition
of licensed prostitution and wrote articles endorsing the discourse of the sex workers’ rights
movement. This article examines how these issues influenced and manifested in her creative
writing by analyzing the depiction of prostitutes and sexual transactions. By exploring 7he
Sorrow of Childhood and The Blood of the Sun is Black, the article highlights that the alternative
erotic subjects in her fiction possess an inherent female sexual power that challenges the
constraints of moral norms. These subjects defy the feelings of shame and sorrow typically
imposed on victims by moralists, thereby threatening established gender norms and social
order. Through her writing, Hu Shu-wen disrupts conventional meanings of words such as
“prostitutes,” “sex work,” and “comfort women” to explore their ambiguities and infinitely
defer the ultimate signified of prostitution. In general, her work not only appropriates,
subverts, and deconstructs prevailing stereotypes of sex workers and sexual transactions in
public discourse but also endeavors to use the figure of the prostitute as a metaphor for the

nation, blurring the boundaries between the sacred and the profane.

Keywords: Hu Shu-wen, Sex Work, Prostitutes, Sex Workers’ Rights Movement,

Brothel Abolition, Politics of Emotions
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41 Herbert Marcuse, Eros and Civilization: A Philosophical Inquiry into Freud. Beacon Press, 1974, pp. 204-205.
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45 Gabriele Taylor, Pride, Shame, and Guilt: Emotion of Self-Assessment. Oxford University Press, 1985, p. 1.

46 Sara Ahmed, 7he Cultural Politics of Emotion, 2" ed. Routledge, 2004, p. 107.
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48 Julia Kristeva, Powers of Horror: An Essay on Abjection. Translated by Leon S. Roudiez, Columbia University
Press, 1982, p. 3.
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51  Roland Barthes, Mythologies. Translated by Annette Lavers, Hill and Wang, 1972, p. 133.
52 Judith Butler, Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity. Routledge, 1990, pp. 174-175.
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53 Judith Budler, Bodies that Matter: On the Discursive Limits of “Sex”. Routledge, 1993, p. 32.
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58  Sarah Gamble, editor. The Routledge Companion to Feminism and Postfeminism. Routledge, 2006, p. 316.
59  Viktor Shklovsky, 7heory of Prose. Translated by Benjamin Sher, Dalkey Archive Press, 1991, p. 6.
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