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Mnemonics Through Diaries, Dreams, and Inns:

George Leslie Mackay and Minnie Mackay in Zhong Wen-yin’s
Missing You, Ocean Deep

Yang Ya-Ru

Assistant Professor
Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper examines Zhong Wen-yin’s novel Missing You, Ocean Deep and its
complex dual narrative structure. The novel builds upon George Leslie Mackay’s
diary to portray his historical missionary experiences in Taiwan. By exploring
the “narrative gaps” and “limitations” within the diary, the text expands the
imagination, aiming to supplement Mackay’s inner emotions and reflect on certain
aspects of his actions. More importantly, the novel seeks to reconstruct the life
story of Minnie Mackay. Drawing from Mackay’s diary and missionary history,
the author employs a literary form of “mnemonics,” in which the modern narrator,
Chang Minnie, receives recurring dreams and oral accounts from the mythical
“Meng Po” at a Tamsui inn, inspiring her to document Minnie Mackay’s story.

The other narrative thread imagines the contents of Minnie Mackay’s notes,
presenting a mirror-like intertextuality with Mackay’s diary. This narrative
strategy emphasizes the dialectical tension between submission and agency that
Minnie Mackay exhibits in her relationship with Mackay. This paper analyzes
the distinctive portrayal of Mackay in the novel and, using theories on memory,
examines how the author employs various mnemonic forms to piece together
Minnie Mackay’s life story. Finally, this paper elucidates how the author uses the
intertwined lives of these two missionaries as a bridge to enables Chang Minnie to

rediscover and reconcile with her own identity.
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