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He Writes on the Islands of the Island:

Hsieh Chao-hua’s Depiction of Matsu’s Lineage

Lin Chao-Li

Postdoctoral Fellow and Section Chief
USR Promotion Center
Ministry of Education

Abstract

Matsu literature has traditionally been on the periphery. This paper seeks to answer
the question, “Who is Hsiech Chao-hua?” It explores how Hsieh, through his literary works,
perceives and positions Matsu—with its unique historical trajectory and relationship with
Taiwan—and examines his own identity as a resident of the Matsu Islands. The paper is
organized into two parts. The first part, “He Writes on the Islands of the Island,” delves into
Hsieh Chao-hua’s creative journey, analyzing his poetry, novels, essays, and other works.
The central argument holds is that, despite Matsu’s longstanding neglect in the history of
Taiwanese literature, these small islands have produced outstanding writers and works. The
second part, “Hsieh Chao-hua’s Depiction of Matsu’s Lineage,” begins by contrasting Matsu
with Okinawa, drawing on works like Okinawa Notes and the concept of “The System of
Sacrifice.” It highlights how the post-war relationship between Matsu and Taiwan can be
seen as a reflection of the relationship of “Taiwan belongs to Matsu” and “The System of
Sacrifice”. Hsieh believes that the past should not be easily erased, and he subtly conveys
his disagreements in his works. Additionally, this paper also summarizes the driving force
in Hsieh’s works, which seeks to trace back to origins. He imagines Matsu before 1949 as a
realm for the Tanka people (boat people), a pirate stronghold, and at other times, a paradise
for fishers and a coastal haven for common folk. These images reference the Matsu Islands
before they were incorporated by national powers, emphasizing Hsieh’s pursuit of the freedom

to “not be confined by an identity.”
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