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Abstract

In recent years, Taiwanese indigenous philosophy has attracted attention
because of the need to establish a distinct Taiwanese philosophical identity and
to foster meaningful dialogue between ethnic groups and the broader society on
various legal and political rights issues. However, compared to the more developed
studies of indigenous philosophy in North America; corresponding research
in Taiwan is still in its exploratory phase. This article draws on the experience
of North American indigenous peoples in reconstructing their philosophical
thought and uses the contemporary Bunun writer Husluman Vava’s book 7he Soul
of Jade Mountain as a case study to explore potential directions for reconstructing
Taiwanese indigenous philosophy and its possible implications for real-world
ethnic rights issues. The reference to North American experiences primarily
addresses meta-issues in research methodologies—including the organization,
analysis, and interpretation of textual data—and the modes of presenting the
main contents of North American indigenous philosophical thought. Building on
these experiences, this article will further discuss the significance of using Vava’s
work as foundational material for Taiwanese indigenous philosophy research. It
will also highlight potential challenges in analysis and interpretation that must be

considered when attempting to reconstruct ethnic philosophy from his writings.
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Next, the article will reconstruct the ethnic philosophical ideas inherent in the
depiction of tribal life and cultural imagery in 7he Soul of Jade Mountain. Through
this reconstruction process, the article will illustrate a potential form of Taiwanese
indigenous philosophy and its possible implications for current ethnic rights
issues by examining the nature of the beings that constitute the world, and with
the worldviews, perceptions of humanity, and values that emerge from their

interactions.

Keywords: Indigenous Philosophy, Indigenous Literature, Indigenous Rights,

Bunun, Relatedness, Rational Reconstruction
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33 Vine Deloria Jr., God Is Red : A Native View of Religion. Fulcrum Publishing, 2023, pp. 62-63.

34 Thomas W. Overholt & J. Baird Callicott, Clothed-in-Fur and Other Tales: An Introduction to an Ojibwa World View.
University Press of America, 1982, pp. 154-155.

35 Thomas M. Norton-Smith, 7he Dance of Person and Place: One Interpretation of American Indian Philosophy, pp. 86-
88.
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