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Abstract

Li Li decribes Kangaroo Man, published in 1992, as an “anomaly” in her
writing. However, current research indicates that this novel is primarily referenced
in relation to the rest of Li Li's works, and lacks in-depth analysis. Some scholars
have examined the issue of male pregnancy, and most are quick to conclude
that male pregnancy can lead to gender equality and become the salvation of
women. This paper aims to demonstrate the portrayal in the novel of medical
technology enabling men to get pregnant actually exposes deeper gender biases
and contradictions, particularly concerning women. Beyond the issue of gender, Li
Li reinforces the alienation and isolation experienced by the pregnant individual.
Through the erratic behaviors of male characters during pregnancy, Li Li challenges
conventional perceptions of pregnancy as a tranquil “aura”. This critique extends
to the medical environment, describing the experiences of female doctors in the
male-dominated fields of obstetrics and gynecology. The determination of Joyce,
the female doctor, inspired director Lau Yee-ming to adapt the novel into a film.
However, the cinematic version emphasizes entertainment; this complicates the

portrayal of the female doctor’s role as the script reinforces gender stereotypes.
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Furthermore, the interruption and continuation of the writing project of Kangaroo
Man are related to the accidental death of Li Li's son. Hence, this article also draws
connections to her other works, Grief and Memory and Sunny Day Notes, suggesting
that Kangaroo Man contains more rewriting and narration than these two texts that
commemorate her deceased son, thus reflecting the author’s evolving perspectives
on the limitations of medical treatment and the realities of life and death, despite

her past deep faith in medical science.

Keywords: Li Li, Kangaroo Man, Male Pregnancy, Medical Imagination,Gender

Contradictions
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