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Mental Mobilization in Taiwan’s Classical Poetry
Scene during the Early Cold War:

A Study Centered on Taiwan Poetry Monthly

Li Chi-Hao
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Abstract
In the early years of the Cold War, the Chinese Civil War led to a

prolonged state of martial law in Taiwan, during which the government
continuously engaged in mental mobilization. Amid this atmosphere,
individuals with political affiliations exploited the gray area between
official and civil spheres to leverage their personal influence for the sake
of mobilization efforts. Tseng Chin-Ko, who migrated to Taiwan after the
war, facilitated communication between local poets and those from across
the Strait, which led to the formation of the Taiwan Poetry Society, the
organization of the National Poets’ Congress, and the publication of 7ziwan
Poetry Monthly. This process allowed prominent poets with political ties, such as
Yu You-ren and Chia Ching-teh, to assume roles as “structural subordination”

leaders within Taiwan’s classical poetry scene, providing them with a platform
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for mental mobilization. In the early stages of both the National Poets’
Congress and Tziwan Poetry Monthly, traces of this mobilization can be seen
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in “speeches,” “prompts,” and “evaluations.” During the Congress, speeches
by Yu and Chia linked “the Dragon Boat Festival—Qu Yuan—DPoet’s Day”
with Taiwan’s history, integrating it into a nationalist framework of patriotic
sentiment. This line of thought also appeared in the areas of “prompts” and
“evaluations,” guiding the creation of works that aligned with mobilization
values. The public announcements and accolades from the National Poets’
Congress, along with the thematic selections and publications in 7ziwan
Poetry Monthly, demonstrate the significant impact of mental mobilization on

Taiwan’s classical poetry scene during the early Cold War period.
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