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Modern Interpretation of Ancient Texts:

Liao Wen Kui’s Reinterpretation of Da Xue and Zhong Yong
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Professor
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Abstract

Liao Wen Kui (1905-1952) was the first Taiwanese scholar to study in Europe
and the United States. He proposed a new interpretation of Da Xue and Zhong
Yong that incorporated ontology, methodology, and concrete implementation
strategies, while also centering the discussion of learning and education around
the philosophy of life. His discourse on the philosophy of life focused on two
aspects: cosmology and applied philosophy. Firstly, applying the “Wei Sheng Luen”
(Vitalism, ME 4 & ), Liao explained that humans and all entities in the universe
shared a common, empathetic existence, affirming the profound significance of
human life within the universe. Secondly, by proposing the theory of “Sheng Sheng
Zhi Yi” (The Dynamics of Continuous Creation, 2422 %) ), Liao explained that
Chinese philosophical ideas were aligned with contemporary theories of biological
evolution and recent discoveries in physics, thus reflecting scientific and modern
values. In the realm of applied philosophy, Liao employed “Wei Sheng Luen” to
underpin the question of where life originated ( A4 {a[H). Liao also elucidated Da
Xue and Zhong Yong by exploring three questions: how life came into being ( AZEfA]
%K), how life was empowered ( AZE{[fE ), and how life serves a purpose ( A4 (7]

A ). His discourse is profound and far-reaching, serving as a paradigm of modern
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interpretation of the classical texts and positioning Liao as a pioneering figure in

modern Chinese philosophy.

Keywords: Liao Wen Kui, Taiwanese Confucianism, Da Xue, Zhong Yong
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