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Abstract

Since the 1960s, writers such as Yingzhen Chen and Wu-Hsiung Liu
have written new versions of the story of Jesus. However, Hsiang-Sen Meng
(1937-2009, Hebei) is one author whose works has received less scholarly
attention. Earlier on, using Qi Mu Duo as a pen name, he published 74e Cocoons
of Jesus (1967). The life and legacy of Jesus is more fully laid out in the four
Gospels. Qi Mu Duo’s re-write was based on these chapters, and describes God’s
ordinance before his son’s birth, Jesus life experiences, and his resurrection.

Hsiang-Sen Meng was born into a Catholic family and had academic
training in philosophy. As such, it is clear that his translations were
significantly influenced by existentialism. However, in addition to exploring
how The Cocoons of Jesus reinterprets the Four Gospels, this essay also situates
the book within the context of his life. It observes how the ideas in his work
— which mock the authority of God — evolve and change the care of lives and
all beings in his later works of prose, and analyzes how the writer responded to

the climate of the times.
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