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The Voice of Taiwan and the Reconstruction of

Taiwan Culture after World War 11

Huang Hui-Chen

Professor
Department of Taiwan Languages and Communication
National United University

Abstract

In October of 1945, the Central Broadcasting System sent staff to take
over Taiwan Hoso Kyokai — which was officially renamed the Broadcasting
Corporation of Taiwan in November of that same year. In June 1946, the
Broadcasting Corporation of Taiwan launched its inaugural issue of The Voice
of Taiwan and continued publishing until December of 1950. In the history of
Taiwan, The Voice of Taiwan was not merely the first broadcasting magazine after
WWII, but also the only broadcasting publication in the early postwar period.
It also contained a wide variety of contents, including features on literature,
music, drama, and current affairs. As such, this journal is undoubtedly an
invaluable historical resource for understanding the media, literature, and
culture of Taiwan during the early postwar period.

In contrast to previous studies on the early postwar period that focused
on the impact of the “de-Japanization” and “re-Sinicization” trends on
Taiwanese society, this paper is based on the historical investigation of 52
issues of “Voice of Taiwan” exploring the relationship between The Voice of
Taiwan and the postwar reconstruction of Taiwan culture at a time when
Japanese and Chinese cultures were alternating. In particular, it focuses on

how the publication depicted Taiwan’s culture after it had undergone 50 years
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of Japanese rule. Moreover, this essay analyzes how the journal responded to
the drastic changes in the political situation of Taiwan after the February 28th
Incident in 1947, the transition to martial law in Taiwan on May 20th, 1949,
and the relocation of the Republic of China (ROC) government to Taiwan at
the end of 1949. In this way, it portrays a complex picture of Taiwan society
in the early post-war period during the critical moment of regime change and

cultural transformation.

Keywords: The Voice of Taiwan, Broadcasting Corporation of Taiwan, Journal,

Dejapanization, Resinicization, the Early Postwar Period
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