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Abstract

Hsinchu was the seat of Chinese literature in northern Taiwan. Due to
its high number of examinees, the examination hall was set in the South Gate
area. On the west side was Minchi Academy, on the east side was Confucius
Academy (Dacheng Street today), and on the north side was Guandi Temple,
which established a public school and built a study hall. The examination hall,
a academy, a Confucian temple, another temple enshrining famous generals,
and a private school combined to form an examination-oriented settlement
during the Ching ruling period. The side streets of the examination hall
and the alleys where the examinees rented temporary housing have left their
legacy in today’s street names, such as “Examination Lane,” “Academy Street,”
and “Zhong Lane.” Some street names have been adopted from architectural
structures of the past; Dacheng Street is located by the rear wall of Dacheng
Hall in the Confucius Temple, while Wenchang Street is located in front of
the Confucius Temple.

This paper focuses on the Hsinchu examination hall as its baseline study,
and explores the process of material production in relation to the buildings of
local sites. Based on the names of streets - such as Kaopeng Bian (Examination
Hall Side) Street, new spaces of re-production (Zhong Lane Cultural District),

divison of area border (Nanmen District in Hsinchu) and related local
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historical materials, it re-examines the cultural map of Hsinchu Nanmen
District, as well as its distinctive cultural and educational examination
settlement. Thus, it probes into the entwined interaction between local
subjects and localized time and space while it strings together regional lifestyle

characteristics.
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