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The Imagery of Taiwan in China Traveler and
Taiwan Travel Monthly

Huang Hui-Chen

Professor
Department of Taiwan Languages and Communication
National United University

Abstract

Since May 1945, in anticipation of the Chinese government taking over
Taiwan after World War II, China Traveler had begun intensively featuring Taiwan.
In February 1949, Tziwan Travel Monthly was officially launched in Taipei
City in order to canvass tourists from Mainland China and promote Taiwan
tourism. Using early postwar Taiwan travel history as a departure, this paper
focuses on the only two travel magazines at that time — China Traveler and
Taiwan Travel Monthly — so as to compare the differences between their features
on Taiwan nature and humanities, as well as analyze the cultural views and
hidden ideologies concealed in the background. In addition, this paper
historically examines the contents of these two publications and highlights
their distinct perspectives vis-a-vis that crucial moment of de-Japanization
and re-Sinicization after World War II . Finally, through the images of Taiwan
reproduced in these two journals and their differing interpretations of cultural
identity, this paper grasps how national consciousness affected writing about
Taiwan while offering a glimpse of the complicated entanglements between

Taiwan and China in the early postwar period.
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