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Abstract

Kawakami Otojir6 (1864—1911) was a Meiji-era Japanese actor and show
proprietor who visited Taiwan in 1902 and 1911 to produce the new dramas
Osero and Conquering the Barbarians respectively, both of which were based on
colonial Taiwan. The comic drama writer Tar6kaja - whose real name was
Masuda Tard (1875-1953) — was the second son of the executive director of
the Mitsui chaebol, Masuda Takashi. After finishing his studies in Europe,
he became the managing director of Taiwan Sugar Production LTD and
then visited Taiwan in February 1912 to write the drama Tziwanese Souvenir:
The Invasion of the Barbarians. This play was shown at the Imperial Theatre
(Teikoku Gekijo) in May of the same year. Kawakami Otojirdé and Tardkaja
not only collaborated in the production of these modern dramas, but also
wrote them based on their impressions of Taiwan. Accordingly, this paper
discusses both Kawakami Otojir6 and Tar6kaja’s dramas in relation to their
personal experiences - especially their involvement in the “the enterprise of
ruling barbarians” (riban seisaku) - to examine how the Japanese Empire
ruled colonial Taiwan during the era of modernization. Moreover, this paper

explores how these dramas depict colonial Taiwan and reflect the fears and
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contradictions of Japan while confronting the Other—in this case, colonial

Taiwan.
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