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Abstract
This paper proposes the term “disassembled island-time” to specify

the entanglement of disasters, temporalities, and bodies represented in
contemporary Taiwanese science fiction. Disassembled island-time underscores
a key characteristic of Taiwanese contemporary science fiction; in many novels,
disasters frequently lead to the synchronous transformation of temporalities
and the island of Taiwan. More precisely, when a disaster breaks the island

of Taiwan apart, the residents’ daily lives — along with the linear progressive

temporalities they embody - are also fragmented. This work investigates three
novels that encompass both natural calamities and man-made disasters: 2069
(2019), by Kao Yi-Feng ( =M ); Ground Zero (2013), by Egoyan Zheng ( f#
5 ); and The Man with the Compound Eyes (2011), by Wu Ming-Yi ( ZHAZR).
In these novels, disassembled island-time is manifested through diversified
directions of time, herein referred to as “looping,” “backward,” and “entangled”
time, respectively, challenging the norms of anthropocentric temporalities.
These diversified temporalities are encapsulated in non-normative human
and non-human bodies, objects, and lands that are transformed dramatically

by catastrophe. In other words, these works of science fiction not only
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depict the post-apocalyptic sceneries in which islands are disassembled, but
also configure a coherence between the transformation of islands and the
alteration of bodies, human—object relations, and social structures. In a time
when science fiction is trending and disasters (such as, for example, the

Covid-19 pandemic) are prevailing, the “future” is no longer a far-reaching

projection of time, but rather the presentation of rivalries among different
cultural and political discourses. This paper uses disassembled island-time
to reconceptualize Taiwanese science fiction, relocating Taiwan within the

upsurge of global science fiction.

Keywords: Island, Science Fiction, Temporalities, Wu Ming-Yi, Kao Yi-Feng,

Egoyan Cheng
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