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Abstract

In the 1930s, well-developed capitalist societies throughout the world faced a glob-
al economic decline. During this period, the Japanese government suppressed left-wing
ideology, thus increasing political division in colonial Taiwan and semicolonial China.
Neo-sensualist authors Ong Nao (1910-1940) and Mu Shiying (1912-1940) had similar
years of birth and death and were active during the same literary ear and lived in similar
social environments. Their works explored the presentation of social problems in liter-
ature and the coexistence of proletarian and neo-sensual topics. This study analyzes the
novels of both authors that contain proletarian characters (e.g., farmers and workers),
including Uncle Gong, Lohan-Jiao, and Poor A-Jui by Ong and Nan Bei Ji (The North
and South Pole) by Mu, to examine the impact of colonial modernity and communism
on Taiwanese and Chinese writer conceptions of the proletariat. First, the researcher
analyzes depictions of changes to the environment and landscapes to discuss the spatial
disorder caused by urban-rural conflict and capitalist repression. Then, the researcher
examines the influence of the alienation of labor on the bodies and consciousness of the
characters to portray character disabilities, including physical disabilities and mental
anxiety. By analyzing the themes and characters in proletarian novels by Ong and Mu
set in the 1930s, we can observe how Taiwanese and Chinese authors perceived proletar-

ian life and the physical and psychological disabilities of proletarians. Additionally, the
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researcher explores the thoughts of Taiwanese and Chinese intellectuals on the meaning

of survival as individuals and on social and environmental change during in the 1930s.

Keywords: Ong Nao, Mu Shiying, Nan bei ji (North and South Pole), Proletariat,

Deficiency, Proletarian Characters
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