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Abstract

From the perspective of synchronic gender, this paper juxtaposes and compares
two representative writers who consciously contributed to the genre of female labor lit-
erature in the 1970s: Yang Qing-Chu & Zeng Xin-Yi. Writing from under the different
industrial structures of Taiwan’s north (department stores) and south (factories), these
two writers simultaneously unveiled harsh working conditions, exploitation at the hands
of management, and other severe issues; yet, from the perspective of gender, we may
also observe the distinct concerns of male and female writers. First of all, while Yang
Qing-Chu creates a weighty narrative focused on labor issues, Zeng Xin-Yi meticulous-
ly describes the inner psychological workings of female laborers in a hostile workplace.
Second, the women laborers in Yang Qing-Chu’s work seek to find a superior spouse
to facilitate their careers, reflecting societal norms firmly rooted in patriarchy, and the
survival strategy of class mobility through marriage affiliation. In her novels, Zeng Xin-
Yi repeatedly highlights the independent awareness of female office workers with nar-
ratives that portray the absence of weak men and place self-reliant female employees at
the forefront. Based on this survey, this article further reflects on the writing of literary
history. Yang Qing-Chu and Zeng Xin-Yi are not accorded equal status in the history of
literature; in fact, Zeng’s work is often neglected, meaning that, from the standpoint of

gender, readers are only exposed to a one-sided narrative.
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