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The Legend Story of Chen Shou Niang in Tainan
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Abstract

The earliest records on the life of Chen Shou Niang can be found in “Haiyin Po-
etry” (1855), written by Liu Jia Mou (1814-1853). The postscript of Chen’s deeds takes
a supernatural turn when it details the worshipping of a ferocious ghost. In the 1920s,
Lian Heng wrote Chen’s biography in volume 35 of the General History of Taiwan. Aside
from making mention of supernatural spirits, the publication added the phrase, “Her
integrity was respected.” Until today, the memorial to Chen can be found in the “Filial
Piety Temple” on the west side of the Confucius Temple in Tainan. In the year 1932,
Lian Heng wrote in the 369 7abloid, “There are also collected stories from Taiwan that
were compiled into songs, such as “Dai Wan Sheng”, “Chen Shou Niang”, and “the
Democratic Republic.” Although folk songs about Chen Shou Niang no longer surface,
sound data has been found that is made up of musical records from Taiwan in the 1930s
named 7he Biographies of Exemplary Women of lainan — with 8 discs in total. Conse-
quently, this sound data happens to include the legendary story of Chen Shou Niang,
serving as an important reference for us to understand how the tale of Chen was told
and sung in the 1930s.

In recent times, Taiwan’s ghost story legends have captured the attention of a

new generation of creators and readers with the help of the media. This paper begins
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with their interpretations of Chen’s legend, and examines the reasons why Chen’s tale
has been presented in Taiwan as the “Tainan mighty-woman ghost story legend”. Sec-
ondly, this paper explores the origin of Chen’s memorial tablet in the Filial Piety Temple,
and explores the interpretation of the term “repeated supernatural” in Chen’s narrative.
Lastly, this paper reveals the complete content of the recording data off of Taiwan’s “Regal
Record” sound disc from the 1930s, and highlights the folk meaning of “supernatural”

phenomenon in Exemplary Women in Tainan.
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