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From Greatness to Everydayness:

The Paradoxes of the Erotic and the Technology of the Self in
Blue Fiction

Liu Nai-Tzu

Associate Professor
Department of Taiwanese Literature

National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Focusing on Huang Chong Kai’s Blue Fiction, this research centers on the inter-
weaving of “sex/writing” dimensions in order to explore the peculiarity of this work as
situated within the field of Taiwan literature in the 21st century. By writing about sex
consumption in the era of globalization, Blue Fiction proposes that “extremity” and
“limitation” are the two sides of the same coin. This paper argues that the erotic nar-
rative in literary tradition--from abstinence, obscenity, enlightenment, to radicality—
has symbolized sexual greatness in a sociocultural context. However, Blue Fiction tries to
open up topics which have not been explored in Taiwan’s postmodern erotic text, fore-
grounding everyday sexuality and its paradoxes. Moreover, from the “narrative of desire”
to the “desire for narrative,” the text not only expresses the novelist’s consciousness vis-a-
vis his own literary identity and significance, but also articulates the Foucauldian terms
of “stylism” and “aesthetics of existence”. Thus, this research looks at the “self-referential”
techniques in Blue Fiction and the novelist’s view of literature to further examine “the
technology of the self” of Huang Chong Kai as a new competitor in the new era of Tai-

wan literature.

Keywords: Erotic literature, Huang Chong Kai, Blue Fiction, the Greatness of Sexuality,

the Everydayness of Sexuality, Technology of the Self
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