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The Disabled Body in Multicultural Context:
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Abstract

Lifok 'Oteng’s diary, Been Late for Ten Years, demonstrates his life experience of
body changes from “normal” to “abnormal”. Based on the diary and complemented by
a biography of Lifok’s mother written by Lifok 'Oteng , this paper explores LifoK’s dif-
ferent bodily experience in different cultural contexts, such as ancestral beliefs, the gen-
der division of labor in traditional Amis society and Japanese colonial rule. Furthermore,
this paper analyzes the definitions and limitations of normal /abnormal disabled body,
and the effects under the wrestling between multiple cultures, politics, economic and
gender powers. From Lifok’s diary, we understand that he experienced great impacts
from the regime transition, different cultures, economic systems, social systems and
new/old civilizations while crossing the era from the Japanese colonial period to Taiwan
modern society. LifoK’s disabled body suffering from discipline and restraints came not
only from Japanese dominant culture but also from his tribe’s traditional social organi-
zations, religious rituals and norms of sex/social gender system. These invisible powers
not only define the way in which Lifok’s disabled body survived, but also implicate the

conflicts between different ethnics, cultures and civilized values.

Keywords: Lifok 'Oteng, Huang Guei-Chao, Been Late for Ten Years, Disabilities Study,
Diary
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