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From Jiangnan to Tainan:

The Evolution of “Zong Gan Temple” Legend and the
Formation of Belief Network

Lee Shu-Ju

Project Assistant Professor
Department Of Chinese Literature

National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

The "Zong Gan Temple", formerly known as “Sheng Gong Temple”, is the only
“Governor Ni’temple in Taiwan during the Ming-Zheng period. According to the
legend, Governor Ni was a Chinese patron god whose job was to protect the seafarers.
There have been widely differing versions of Governor Ni. While some people believe
that Governor Ni had served under General Chen Yuan Guang, the founder of Zhang-
zhou, others argue that Governor Ni was Zheng Cheng Gong’s subordinate. " Zong
Gan Temple" had been renovated for several times. For instance, the monument was
once renovated in 1835 (in the 15th year of Daoguang of the Qing Dynasty). It shows
that the renovation had received strong endorsement from the Qing Dynasty’s Intel-
lectuals. This paper aims to collect and compare all versions of the legend of Governor
Ni in order to provide better understanding the connection between" Zong Gan Tem-
ple”and the local worshipping ritual. In addition, this paper analyzes the belief identi-
fication of Intellectuals of Qing Dynasty and their influence on "Zong Gan Temple”as

well.

Keywords: Zong Gan Temple, Governor Legend, Intellectuals of Qing Dynasty, Temple
Linkage, Belief Network
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