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The Poet in Nanyang:
An Analysis of Lin Jin-Ren’s Voyage in Brastagi and In Lake Toba

Yu Mei-Ling
Professor
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Feng Chia University

Abstract

Lin Jin-Ren, the eldest son of Lin Er-Jia — the wealthiest man in Bangiao, was born
in Taiwan and grew up in China. He, however, was Japanese in terms of nationality, who
was married to an Indonesian wife. In his life, Lin traveled widely throughout China,
Taiwan, Nanyang (South-East Asia), and Europe, and finally died in Manchukuo. His
Voyage in Brastagi (B[ V8 5) and In Lake Toba (FRHHEL) are collections of poetry
composed while staying in Nanyang, particularly in Kota Medan, Indonesia. Based on
these two works of Lin’s, this paper aims to analyze and probe into Lin’s trip in Nanyang
— both inwardly and outwardly — from the perspective of “mobility.” Departing from the
contemporary trend of “Nanyang Rush,” this study is divided as follows: “The Prologue
— A New World of Crags and Ridges,” “Setting Off — First Experiences in the South
Seas,” “Lake Toba — The Primal Nature,” “Playground for the Opportunistic,” A Golden
Time that Has Faded Away,” “A Corner for the Adherent Left in the South Seas” and
so on. The poet’s Nanyang writing is thus gradually unfolded. With the forge of time
and distance traveled, Lin’s southward journey, initially a business venture, evolved into
an alternative self-discourse by the adherent of a culture long faded. Lin stands as the
pioneer of the Han poets engaging in writing Indonesia during Japanese colonization,

whose works are of profound cultural significance.

Keywords: Nanyang Writing, Lin Jin-Ren, Cultural Adherent, Taiwan Classical Poetry
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