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The Inter-art Relations and Inter-textuality

for Nostalgia:
The Study of Nostalgia in Li Yu’s Short Stories

Su Wei-Chen Huang Tzu-Ting

Professor PhD Student

Department of Chinese Literature Department of Chinese Literature
National Cheng Kung University National Cheng Kung University
Abstract

Li Yu is distinct from other modernist writers for that she is not only a writer but
also an art critic. The latter influences her writing and thusly forms her most famous
writing style—“Dudchéng du yin” (multi-waving). The “inter-art inter-textuality” was
born in such circumstance. This paper probes the nostalgia of inter-art inter-textuality
in Li Yu’s short stories. First, the researcher investigates how she enriches fiction with art
history— by visualizing time and transforming time into visual mind in art history. Li
Yu’s novels echo various Chinese artists’ paintings, all of which implying artists’” nostalgic
feelings in their age of turmoil. In transforming the elements of the paintings into her
novel, Li Yu re-creates the same motif across different medium and expresses her aes-
thetics and sense of nostalgia. Second, the researcher attempts to apply Svetlana Boym’s
theory of nostalgia in her 7he Future of Nostalgia to explore inter-art inter-textuality in
Li Yu’s works. The researcher aims at investigating the nostalgia in Li Yus selected short
stories— “Guan hé xido su0,” “Jiang xing chtxué,” “Wi an zhi hé” and “Dai he.” Lastly,
the focus of this paper shifts onto the examination of how Li Yu applies and appropri-

ates the elements of art (history) in her works.

Keywords: Li Yu, Nostalgia, Inter-art Inter-textuality
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