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The Phenomenon of Li Wan-chu / Public
Opinion Press in the Early Stage:

A Study on three art & literature reviews in Public Opinion Press

and his/its historical context in the post-war period (1945-1957)

Chen Ming-Cheng

Adjunct Assistant Professor

Taiwan Shoufu University

Abstract

Li Wan-chu / Public Opinion Press is referred to in many studies as a “democracy’s
harbinger” and “a person/newspaper who speaks for the public.” In addition, most re-
searchers studied his/its contribution to the democratic constitutionalism from the per-
spective on “entering politics,” “running newspaper” or “establishing parties.” However,
after analyzing a great deal of historical data and works of art, the researcher believes that
due to the numerous personal and historical opportunities in the early postwar period,
especially in the first of those years , Li Wan-chu / Public Opinion Press had forced the
authorities to improve some governance or concession. But that can only be regarded
as against tyranny officials, yet not against the Kuomintang government, in which he/it
only criticized the local measures, but did not mention the central system. By contrast,
he/it was convinced and mired in the complex of serving the country in the party-state
system, and thus semi-voluntarily accepted the ideological domestication and leader-
ship. His/its achievements in the democratic constitutionalism in the early stage were to
some extent subject to the recognition of the party-state system. This paper, taking from
a different point of view, changes/places Li Wan-chu / Public Opinion Press in the fields
of culture and literature, and re-examines his/its limitations and influence on the trend
of some art and literature fields by analyzing three indirect and political art & literature

reviews on “Banana Aroma” stage play, “The Direction of Literature in Taiwan” and “The
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Anti-communist Art” in Public Opinion Press and his/its historical context. This paper
also proposes the phenomenon of Li Wan-chu / Public Opinion Press in the early stage

and its possible effects and the way of response.

Keywords: Li, Wan-chu, Public Opinion Press, Taiwan Literature, Party-state System,

Phenomenon of Intellectuals
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