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Mask, Irony and Counter-discourse:
Chhoa Chhiu-tong’s Writing Strategies in 7é-kun-chng Pi-sii

Chen Long-Ting

Professor
Department of Taiwan Culture, Language and Literature

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Chhoa Chhiu-tong ( ZZFkAH, 1900-1984 ) was a major Taiwanese writer and
grassroots politician during the Japanese Colonial Period. Using the pseudonym, Ch-
hiu-téng (FkJF ) , he published his first novel 7¢-kun-chng Pi-sii (7 FH ERLEE )
in 1930. According to the novel’s title, it is understandable that the novel is about the
secret history of the “Te-kun” village. However, it is filled with difficulties and secrets to
comprehend the text, such as where the actual location of the“Te-kun” village was, and
in what way to interpret the novel.

Obviously the writer employed the writing strategies such as gross robust humor,
extravagance of caricature and jokes in Taiwanese as a disguise mask. This paper is in-
tended as an investigation of the novel’s metaphorical meaning literally. The researcher
has doubts that the purpose of the mask is not only as a camouflage to avoid the polit-
ical control, but also as a counter-discourse to satirize the local politicians and Taiwan

government’s reform in the 1920s.

Keywords: Chhoa-Chhiu-tong, Writing Strategy, Local Politics, Ke-Chng,

Counter-discourse
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