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From Kuei-hsiu Literature to Feminist
Writing:

An Analysis on Chou Fen-ling from the Perspective of Bourdieu’s

Field Theory

Yu Chen-Yi

Ph. D. Candidate
Institute of Sociology

National Taiwan University

Abstract

From feminine tranquility and exquisiteness to anti-patriarchal and rebellious
howling, Chou Fen-ling has altered perspectives in her works in two decades. The study
adopts Pierre Bourdieu’s field theory to observe this altering process of Chou’s writing
perspectives by putting the structure of literary field and the genesis of her disposition of
habitus in parallelism, in order to explain how her position as a writer was established in
the literary and social contexts. The study recognizes Chou’s early works as a result of her
simple life style, Chinese major background and the reinforced “kuei-hsiu” literary genre
during the period of martial law in Taiwan. However, right after the lifting of martial
law, the hierarchy of literary filed was challenged and traditional literature was de-can-
onized due to the import of Western thoughts, the freedom of speech, and numerous
social movements. Meanwhile, Chou suffered from divorce, illness, and car accidence;
she began to absorb nourishment from feminism and re-examined the issues of marriage
and gender. Turning her back to “kuei-hsiu” literature and applying different feminists’
perspectives, Chou eventually became a feminist writer and achieved the position in the
field of feminist literature. Nonetheless, the transparency of her exposing-self writing

style won the publicity and put her in the position of consumption market. Thus, by
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appropriating Bourdieu’s field theory, the relationship between literary works and social
contexts is revealed, and also the picture of how literature and society are embedded in

each other can be well depicted.

Keywords: Field, Feminist Writing, Chou Fen-ling , Habitus, Kuei-hsiu Literature
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